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taken the chancellorship of the exchequer without reserves; and
he and Haldane overcame Grey's opposition, to which Lady
Campbell-Bannerman would not allow her husband to submit.
An offer made in the interval to Lord Cromer was declined. Two
years afterwards Grey, who had been entirely conscientious in
the matter, recognized that he had also been entirely mistaken.
The new ministry contained a quite extraordinary number of
able men. One of Campbell-Bannerman's staunchest 'pro-
Boer' allies, Sir Robert Reid,1 became lord chancellor (as Lord
Loreburn). His claim was indefeasible, as he had been liberal
attorney-general seven years before, and it enabled the prime
minister to refuse the post to Haldane, who took instead the war
office. The other veterans of the left wing were Morley, who went
to the India office, and Bryce, who became Irish secretary. With
them we might almost class John Burns; who, though originally
a London labour leader, had—first through prominence among
the L.G.C. Progressives and then through pro-Boer activities—
become very much a left-wing liberal, and who received, in an
evil hour for local government progress2, the local government
board. Herbert Gladstone3 as home secretary, Lord Elgin4 as
colonial secretary, and Lord Ripon as lord privy seal, helped to
give the combination a sufficiently Gladstonian air.
But the greater weight of ability was in the 'new* men, and
these only obtained junior places. No more than four besides
Burns entered the cabinet—Lloyd George as president of the
board of trade (the post grudgingly given to Chamberlain in
strangely similar circumstances in 1880), Augustine Birrell at
the board of education, John Sinclair at the Scottish office, and
Sydney Buxton at the Post Office. But outside as under-secre-
taries or whips were Reginald McKenna, Winston Churchill,
Herbert Samuel, Walter Runciman, H. E. Kearley (afterwards
Lord Devonport), and F. Freeman Thomas (afterwards Lord
Willingdon). Of these Churchill5 was an ex-conservative M.P.,
1 B. 1846; educated at Cheltenham and at Balliol College, Oxford; M.P., 1880;
attorney-general, 1894-5; lord chancellor, 1905-12; earl, 1911; d. 1923.
z See pp. 516-18 below.
3	B. 1854, youngest son of W. E. Gladstone.  Educated at Eton and University
College, Oxford; minor offices, 1881-5 and 1886; under home secretary, 1892-4;
first commissioner of works, 1894-5; chief liberal whip, 1899-1905; home secretary,
1905-10; governor-general of South Africa, 1910-14; d. 1930.
4	The ninth earl, 1849-1919; educated at Eton and Balliol College, Oxford;
Indian viceroy, 1893-8; colonial secretary, 1905-8.
5	Son*of Lord Randolph Churchill; b. 1874; educated at Harrow and at Sand-
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